Research September 2010 in
Frankenau
for

Blum family
What did we know?
Our client’s were Eve K. and Loraine H. from New York. Their mom Ruth was born in Frankenau and had
lived there until 1934. Even before the most inhumane measures of the National Socialists became
instituted, rapant Anti-Semitism crept into all levels of governance. Perhaps most troubling for the
family of Ruth Blum during this time was the fact that the immediate neighbors of the family were a
municipal administrator and a former mayor. Sensing the danger, enormous numbers of Jewish families
throughout Germany fled persecution including Ruth Blum in 1934 when she was 17 years old, her two
brothers in 1933, and her future husband, Saloman Friedmann in 1936.
What did we find?
We contacted the mayor of Frankenau , Mr. Jörg Brede who welcomed our clients and escorted them
through the street where her mother once lived. The former Blum house is now owned by Erika and
Karl-Heinz Keute who invited us and had a lot of information. They had been class-mates of Ruth and
they told us that Ruth was the best singer in their class. In the mornings before lessons started they
used to sing one or two songs. Erika Keute took us through the house and showed them also where the
former kitchen once was.
What else?
After visiting the home Karl-Heinz Keute took us to the Jewish cemetery to put a stone onto the grave of
their great grand-father’s grave. Mr. Keute showed them also many other former Jewish homes and
later we drove to the former Jewish Synagogue in Vöhl.
The Mayor had informed the local press about the visit of the Blum sisters as touching stories like theirs
are always worth to write about them.
What had impressed us most?
Eve and Loraine had brought a photo of their parent’s home bevor 1933 as a present for the town of
Frankenau. It was a very touching and emotional visit and a warm welcome for the two sisters.
Everybody knew that it is not an easy decision to visit the homes from which the ancestors once had to
flee due to an inhuman system of the Nazi regime.

FOLLOWING THE ROOTS
-translation of Newspaper Article after the visitExploring the German roots of one’s Jewish family is often a moving experience; for Lorraine Hazan
and Eve Katz the discovery of their mother’s birthplace proved to be a profoundly touching
experience.
The American sisters spent six days in their parents’ birth country and began their journey by visiting
the home of their mother Ruth’s upbringing and in meeting the current residents of the home KarlHeinz and Erika Keute. Ruth Bloom’s childhood in Frankenau, Germany in a home located
on F….straße 8 may have been ordinary; however, it was the eve of a dark time. The National
Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, NSDAP) had come
to power instituting many severe policies.
Even before the most inhumane measures of the National Socialists became instituted, rapant AntiSemitism crept into all levels of governance. Perhaps most troubling for the family of Ruth Bloom
during this time was the fact that the immediate neighbors of F….straße 8 were a municipal
administrator and a former mayor. Sensing the danger, enormous numbers of Jewish families
throughout Germany fled persecution including Ruth Bloom in 1934, her two brothers in 1933, and
her future husband, Saloman Friedmann in 1936.
To reflect on what they had learned of this period and their family’s experience in barely escaping
persecution, the sisters visited a Jewish cemetery in the area. Eve Katz expressed “We did not expect
anything in particular from this travel, but we are positively surprised by the kindness of the people
here.” Concluding one of their most meaningful experiences, the sisters returned home to the
greater New York area where they reside and serve as teachers.

